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1
ORGANIC LIGHT EMITTING DIODE
DISPLAY AND MANUFACTURING METHOD
WITH PARTITION AND EMISSION
REGIONS TO IMPROVE EMISSION
CHARACTERISTICS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to and the benefit of
Korean Patent Application No. 10-2005-0018113, filed on
Mar. 4, 2005, which is hereby incorporated by reference for
all purposes as if fully set forth herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to an organic light emitting display
and manufacturing method thereof.

2. Description of Related Art

An organic light emitting diode (OLED) display is a self
emissive display device, which displays images by exciting
an emissive organic material to emit light. The OLED
display includes an anode (hole injection electrode), a cath-
ode (electron injection electrode), and an organic light
emission layer interposed therebetween. When the holes and
the electrons are injected into the light emission layer, they
recombine to form excitons, which emit light when they
transition from an excited state to a ground state.

A plurality of pixels typically comprise an OLED display,
each pixel includes an anode, a cathode, and a light emission
layer, and are arranged in a matrix. The pixels may be driven
in passive matrix (or simple matrix) addressing or active
matrix addressing.

A passive matrix type OLED display includes a plurality
of anode lines, a plurality of cathode lines intersecting the
anode lines and a plurality of pixels, each pixel including a
light emission layer. The selection of one of the anode lines
and one of the cathode lines cause light emission of the pixel
located at the intersection of the selected signal lines.

The active matrix type OLED display includes a plurality
of pixels, each including a switching transistor, a driving
transistor and a storage capacitor, as well as an anode, a
cathode, and a light emission layer. The active matrix type
OLED display further includes a plurality of gate lines
transmitting gate signals and a plurality of data lines trans-
mitting data voltages. The switching transistor is coupled to
one of the gate lines and one of the data lines and transmits
the data voltage from the data line in response to the gate
signal. The driving transistor receives the data voltage from
the switching transistor and drives a current having a mag-
nitude determined depending on the data voltage. The cur-
rent from the driving transistor enters the light emission
layer to cause light emission having intensity depending on
the current. The storage capacitor is coupled to the data
voltage to maintain the data voltage. The gray scaling of the
active matrix type OLED display may be accomplished by
controlling the data voltages applied to the driving transistor
for adjusting the current driven by the driving transistor. The
color representation of the OLED display is obtained by
providing red, green and blue light emission layers.

In this active matrix type OLED display, uniform thick-
ness of the light emission layer and large emission area
without current leakage are required for high emission

quality.
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However, the uniformity of the light emission layer
thickness is not easily obtained and undesired current leak-
age near the edges of the light emission layer is often
generated.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of this invention provide an OLED that
may have improved uniformity of light emission while
preventing decreased emissive efficiency due to leakage
current.

Additional features of the invention will be set forth in the
description which follows, and in part will be apparent from
the description, or may be learned by practice of the inven-
tion.

An organic light emitting display according to an embodi-
ment of the invention includes a substrate, a first electrode
disposed on the substrate, a first partition disposed on the
first electrode and having an opening exposing the first
electrode, and a second partition that is disposed on the first
partition. The second partition is wider than the first parti-
tion, defines an emission area, and includes photosensitive
organic material. An emission layer is disposed in the
emission area, and a second electrode is disposed on the
emission layer.

In another aspect of the invention, a method of manufac-
turing an organic light emitting display according to an
embodiment includes forming a first electrode on a sub-
strate, depositing an insulating layer on the first electrode,
depositing a photosensitive organic layer on the insulating
layer, light-exposing and developing the photosensitive
organic layer to form an upper partition, etching the insu-
lating layer using the upper partition as an etch mask to form
a lower partition having an opening exposing the first
electrode, forming an emission layer in the opening, and
forming a second electrode on the emission layer.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are intended to provide further
explanation of the invention as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate
embodiments of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principles of the invention.

FIG. 1 is an equivalent circuit diagram of an OLED
display according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a layout view of an OLED display according to
an embodiment of the invention;

FIGS. 3A and 3B are sectional views of the OLED display
shown in FIG. 2 taken along the lines IIIA-IIIA' and
IIIB-IIIB', respectively;

FIG. 4 is an enlarge view of an organic light emitting
member according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIGS. 5,7,9, 11, 13, 17 and 19 are layout views of the
OLED display shown in FIGS. 2-3B in intermediate steps of
a manufacturing method thereof according to an embodi-
ment of the invention;

FIGS. 6A and 6B are sectional views of the OLED display
shown in FIG. 5 taken along the lines VIA-VIA' and
VIB-VIB', respectively;

FIGS. 8A and 8B are sectional views of the OLED display
shown in FIG. 7 taken along the lines VIIIA-VIIIA' and
VIIIB-VIIIB', respectively;
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FIGS. 10A and 10B are sectional views of the OLED
display shown in FIG. 9 taken along the lines XA-XA' and
XB-XB!, respectively;

FIGS. 12A and 12B are sectional views of the OLED
display shown in FIG. 11 taken along the lines XIIA-XIIA'
and XIIB-X1IIB', respectively;

FIGS. 14A and 14B are sectional views of the OLED
display shown in FIG. 13 taken along the lines XIVA-XIVA'
and XIVB-XIVB', respectively;

FIGS. 15A and 15B are sectional views of the OLED
display shown in FIG. 13 taken along the lines XIVA-XIVA'
and XIVB-XIVB', respectively, which illustrating the step
following the step shown in FIGS. 14A and 14B;

FIGS. 16A and 16B are sectional views of the OLED
display shown in FIG. 13 taken along the lines XIVA-XIVA'
and XIVB-XIVB', respectively, which illustrating the step
following the step shown in FIGS. 15A and 15B;

FIGS. 18A and 18B are sectional views of the OLED
display shown in FIG. 17 taken along the lines XVIIIA-
XVIITA' and XVIIIB-XVIIIB', respectively; and

FIGS. 20A and 20B are sectional views of the OLED
display shown in FIG. 19 taken along the lines XXA-XXA'
and XXB-XXB', respectively.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The invention will now be described more fully herein-
after with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which
preferred embodiments of the invention are shown. The
invention may, however, be embodied in many different
forms and should not be construed as limited to the embodi-
ments set forth herein.

In the drawings, the thickness of layers, films, panels,
regions, etc. are exaggerated for clarity. Like numerals refer
to like elements throughout. It will be understood that when
an element such as a layer, film, region or substrate is
referred to as being “on” another element, it can be directly
on the other element or intervening elements may also be
present. In contrast, when an element is referred to as being
“directly on” another element, there are no intervening
elements present.

First, an OLED display according to an embodiment of
the invention is described in detail with reference to FIG. 1.
FIG. 1 is an equivalent circuit diagram of an OLED display
according to an embodiment of the invention and includes a
plurality of signal lines 121, 171 and 172 and a plurality of
pixels PX coupled thereto and arranged substantially in a
matrix.

The signal lines include a plurality of gate lines 121
transmitting gate signals (or scanning signals), a plurality of
data lines 171 transmitting data signals, and a plurality of
driving voltage lines 172 transmitting a driving voltage. The
gate lines 121 extend substantially in a row direction and
substantially parallel to each other, while the data lines 171
and the driving voltage lines 172 extend substantially in a
column direction and substantially parallel to each other.

Fach pixel PX includes a switching transistor Qs, a
driving transistor Qd, a capacitor Cst, and an OLED LD. The
switching transistor Qs has a control terminal coupled to one
of the gate lines 121, an input terminal coupled to one of the
data lines 171, and an output terminal coupled to the driving
transistor Qd. The switching transistor Qs transmits the data
signals applied to the data line 171 to the driving transistor
Qd in response to the gate signal applied to the gate line 121.

The driving transistor Qd has a control terminal coupled
to the switching transistor Qs, an input terminal coupled to
the driving signal line 172, and an output terminal coupled
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to the OLED LD. The driving transistor Qd drives an output
current I, having a magnitude depending on the voltage
between the control terminal and the input terminal thereof.

The capacitor Cst is coupled between the control terminal
and the input terminal of the driving transistor Qd. The
capacitor Cst stores the data signal applied to the control
terminal of the driving transistor Qd and maintains the data
signal after the switching transistor Qs turns off.

The OLED LD has an anode coupled to the output
terminal of the driving transistor Qd and a cathode coupled
to a common voltage Vss. The OLED LD emits light having
an intensity depending on an output current 1., of the
driving transistor Qd, thereby displaying images.

The switching transistor Qs and the driving transistor Qd
are n-channel field effect transistors (FETs). However, at
least one of switching transistor Qs and the driving transistor
Qd may be a p-channel FET. In addition, the connections
among the transistors Qs and Qd, the capacitor Cst, and the
OLED LD may be modified.

Referring to FIGS. 2-4, a detailed structure of the OLED
display shown in FIG. 1 according to an embodiment of the
invention will be described in detail.

FIG. 2 is a layout view of an OLED display according to
an embodiment of the invention and FIGS. 3A and 3B are
sectional views of the OLED display shown in FIG. 2 taken
along the lines IITA-ITTA" and IIIB-IIIB', respectively.

A plurality of gate conductors that include a plurality of
gate lines 121 including first control electrodes 1244 and a
plurality of second control electrodes 1245 are formed on an
insulating substrate 110 such as transparent glass or plastic.

The gate lines 121 for transmitting gate signals extend
substantially in a transverse direction. Each gate line 121
further includes an end portion 129 having a large area for
contact with another layer or an external driving circuit, and
the first control electrodes 124a project upward from the
gate line 121. The gate lines 121 may extend to be directly
coupled to a gate driving circuit (not shown) for generating
the gate signals, which may be integrated on the substrate
110.

Each of the second control electrodes 1245 is separated
from the gate lines 121 and it includes a storage electrode
127 extending upward.

The gate conductors 121 and 1244 include two films
having different physical characteristics, a lower film and an
upper film. The lower film is preferably made of low
resistivity metal, for example, an Al containing metal such
as Al or Al alloy, an Ag containing metal such as Ag or Ag
alloy and/or a Cu containing metal such as Cu or Cu alloy
for reducing signal delay or voltage drop. The upper film is
preferably made of material such as Mo containing material
such as, for example, Mo, Mo alloy, and Mo nitride, or
material such as Cr, Ta, or Ti, which has good physical,
chemical, and electrical contact characteristics with other
materials such as indium tin oxide (ITO) or indium zinc
oxide (IZ0). A good example of the combination is a lower
Al (alloy) film and an upper Mo (alloy) film. In particular,
an Al—Nd alloy lower film and a Mo containing material
upper film are preferable since the etch ratios for the lower
and the upper films are almost equal. However, the gate
conductors 121 and 1245 may have a monolayer structure
including one or more of the above-described materials and
they may be made of other various metals or conductors.

In FIGS. 3A and 3B, for the first and the second gate
electrodes 124a and 1245 and the storage electrodes 127, the
lower and upper films thereof are denoted by additional
characters p and q, respectively.
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The lateral sides of the gate conductors 121 and 1245 are
inclined relative to a surface of the substrate 110, and the
inclination angle thereof ranges about 30-80 degrees.

A gate insulating layer 140 preferably made of silicon
nitride (SiNx) or silicon oxide (SiOx) is formed on the gate
conductors 121 and 12454.

A plurality of semiconductor stripes and islands 151 and
1545 preferably made of hydrogenated amorphous silicon
(abbreviated to “a-Si”) or polysilicon are formed on the gate
insulating layer 140. The semiconductor stripes 151 extend
substantially in the longitudinal direction and become wide
near the gate lines 121 such that the semiconductor stripes
151 cover large areas of the gate lines 121. Each semicon-
ductor stripe 151 includes a plurality of projections 154a
branched out toward the first gate electrodes 124a. Each of
the semiconductor islands 1546 intersects the second control
electrodes 1244 and includes an extension 157 overlapping
a storage electrode 127.

Aplurality of pairs of ohmic contact stripes 161, including
projections 163a, and islands 165a and a plurality of pairs of
ohmic contact islands 1635 and 1656 are formed on the
semiconductor stripes and islands 151 and 1545, respec-
tively. The ohmic contacts 161, 1635, 1654 and 1655 are
preferably made of'silicide or n+ hydrogenated a-Si heavily
doped with n type impurity such as phosphorous. The ohmic
contacts 161 and 165« are located in pairs on the semicon-
ductor stripes 151, and the ohmic contacts 1635 and 16556
are located in pairs on the second semiconductor islands
15464.

The lateral sides of the semiconductor stripes and islands
151 and 15456 and the ohmic contacts 161, 1635, 165a and
1655 are inclined relative to the surface of the substrate 110,
and the inclination angle thereof ranges about 30-80
degrees.

Aplurality of data conductors including a plurality of data
lines 171, a plurality of driving voltage lines 172, and a
plurality of first and second output electrodes 175a and 1754
are formed on the ochmic contacts 161, 1635, 1655 and 1655
and the gate insulating layer 140.

The data lines 171 for transmitting data signals extend
substantially in the longitudinal direction and cross the gate
lines 121. Fach data line 171 includes a plurality of first
input electrodes 173a extending toward the first control
electrodes 124a and an end portion 179 having a large area
for contact with another layer or an external driving circuit.
The data lines 171 may extend to be directly coupled to a
data driving circuit (not shown) for generating the data
signals, which may be integrated on the substrate 110.

The driving voltage lines 172 for transmitting driving
voltages extend substantially in the longitudinal direction
and cross the gate lines 121. Bach driving voltage line 172
includes a plurality of second input electrodes 1734 extend-
ing toward the second control electrodes 124b. The driving
voltage lines 172 overlap the storage electrodes 127 and they
may be coupled to each other.

The first and the second output electrodes 175a and 1755
are separated from each other and from the data lines 171
and the driving voltage lines 172. Each pair of the first input
electrodes 173a and the first output electrodes 175a are
disposed opposite each other with respect to a first control
electrode 1244, and each pair of the second input electrodes
1735 and the second output electrodes 1755 are disposed
opposite each other with respect to a second control elec-
trode 124b.

The data conductors 171, 172, 175a and 1755 include a
lower film 171p, 172p, 175ap and 175bp, an intermediate
film 171¢, 1724, 175aq and 175bq¢, and an upper film 1717,
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1727, 175ar and 175br. The lower film 171p, 172p, 175ap
and 175bp is preferably made of Mo containing metal such
as MoNb alloy, the intermediate film 171¢, 1724, 175aq and
175bq is preferably made of Al containing metal, and the
upper film 1717, 172», 175ar and 175br is made of Mo
containing metal such as MoNb alloy.

However, the lower and the upper films 171p, 172p,
175ap, 175bp, 171r, 172r, 175ar and 175br of the data
conductors 171, 172, 175a and 1755 may be made of any
refractory metal including Cr, Ti, Ta or alloys thereof and the
intermediate film 171¢, 172¢, 175a¢ and 175bg of the data
conductors 171, 172, 175a and 1755 may be made of any
other low resistivity material. The data conductors 171, 172,
175a and 1755 may also have a monolayer structure includ-
ing the above-described materials and a dual-layered struc-
ture preferably including a refractory metal film and a low
resistivity film. Examples of the dual-layered structure
include a lower Cr film and an upper Al (alloy) film, and a
lower Mo (alloy) film and an upper Al (alloy) film. However,
the data conductors 171, 172, 175a and 1756 may be made
of other various metals or conductors.

In FIGS. 3A and 3B, the lower, the intermediate, and the
upper films of the first input electrodes 173a are denoted by
reference numerals 173ap, 173aq, and 173ar, respectively,
and the lower, the intermediate, and the upper films of the
second input electrodes 173b are denoted by reference
numerals 173bp, 173bq, and 173br, respectively.

Like the gate conductors 121 and 1245, the data conduc-
tors 171, 172, 175a and 1755 have inclined edge profiles,
and the inclination angles thereof range about 30-80
degrees.

The ohmic contacts 161, 1635, 16556 and 1655 are inter-
posed only between the underlying semiconductor stripes
and islands 151 and 1545 and the overlying data conductors
171, 172, 175a and 1756 and reduce the contact resistance
therebetween.

Although the semiconductor stripes 151 are narrower than
the data lines 171 at most places, the width of the semicon-
ductor stripes 151 becomes larger near the gate lines 121 as
described above, to smooth the profile of the surface,
thereby preventing the disconnection of the data lines 171.
The semiconductor stripes and islands 151 and 1545 include
a plurality of exposed portions, which are not covered with
the data conductors 171, 172, 175a and 17554, such as
portions disposed between the input electrodes 173a and
1735 and the output electrodes 175¢ and 1755.

A passivation layer 180 is formed on the data conductors
171, 172, 175a and 175b and the exposed portions of the
semiconductor stripes and islands 151 and 1544. The pas-
sivation layer 180 is preferably made of inorganic insulator
such as silicon nitride and/or silicon oxide, an organic
insulator such as a polyacrylic compound, or a low dielectric
insulator. The low dielectric insulator and the organic insu-
lator preferably have a dielectric constant less than about 4.0
and includes a-Si:C:0 and a-Si:O:F formed by plasma
enhanced chemical vapor deposition (PECVD). The organic
insulator for the passivation layer 180 may be photosensitive
and the passivation 180 may have a flat surface. The
passivation layer 180 may include a lower film of inorganic
insulator and an upper film of organic insulator such that use
of the excellent insulating characteristics of the organic
insulator is realized while preventing the exposed portions
of the semiconductor stripes and islands 151 and 1545 from
being damaged by the organic insulator.

The passivation layer 180 has a plurality of contact holes
182, 1854 and 1855 exposing the end portions 179 of the
data lines 171, the first output electrodes 1754, and the
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second output electrodes 1755, respectively, and the passi-
vation layer 180 and the gate insulating layer 140 have a
plurality of contact holes 181 and 184 exposing the end
portions 129 of the gate lines 121 and the second control
electrodes 124b, respectively.

A plurality of pixel electrodes 191, a plurality of connect-
ing members 83, and a plurality of contact assistants 81 and
82 are formed on the passivation layer 180, and they are
preferably made of transparent conductor such as ITO or
170.

The pixel electrodes 191 are coupled to the second output
electrodes 1750 through the contact holes 1855 and the
connecting members 85 are coupled to the second control
electrodes 1245 and the first output electrodes 175a through
the contact holes 184 and 185a, respectively.

The contact assistants 81 and 82 are coupled to the end
portions 129 of the gate lines 121 and the end portions 179
of the data lines 171 through the contact holes 181 and 182,
respectively. The contact assistants 81 and 82 protect the end
portions 129 and 179 and complement the adhesion between
the end portions 129 and 179 and external devices.

A partition 361 including a lower partition 361p and an
upper partition 361¢ is formed on the passivation layer 180.
The partition 361 surrounds the pixel electrodes 191 like a
bank to define openings 365. Each opening 365 includes a
lower opening 365p defined by the lower partition 361p and
an upper opening 365¢ defined by the upper partition 361¢.
The lower opening 365p is larger than the upper opening
365¢ such that top edges of the lower opening 365p are
disposed out of bottom edges of the upper opening 365¢.
Sidewalls of the upper opening 365¢ are inclined at positive
gradient and so are sidewalls of the lower opening 365p.
However, the sidewalls of the lower and the upper openings
365p and 3655 may be inclined vertical or at negative
gradient.

The lower partition 361p is preferably made of organic or
inorganic insulating material, and the upper partition 3614 is
preferably made of organic insulating material that may
have positive photosensitivity and hydrophobic characteris-
tics. The partition 361 may contain black pigment so that the
black partition 361 may serve as a light blocking member.
However, the partition 361 can be made any of organic or
inorganic insulators.

A plurality of light emitting members 370 are formed on
the pixel electrodes 191 and confined in the openings 365
defined by the partition 361. Each of the light emitting
members 370 includes an emitting layer 371 and a hole
transport layer 372 disposed thereunder.

The emitting layer 371 is preferably made of a high
molecular weight organic compound or soluble low molecu-
lar weight compound uniquely emitting one of primary color
lights such as red, green and blue lights. The OLED display
displays images by spatially adding the monochromatic
primary color lights emitted from the light emitting mem-
bers 370.

The emitting layer 371 has a bottom surface lower than
the bottom surface of the upper partition 361¢ and a top
surface higher than the bottom surface of the upper partition
361¢ such that edges of the bottom surface of the emitting
layer 371 are disposed out of the upper opening 365¢ and an
upper portion of the emitting layer 371 contacts the upper
partition 361g. At this time, an area (referred to as emission
area hereinafter) (EA), where the light emitted from the
emitting layer 371 radiates, is substantially equal to an area
enclosed by lower boundaries 36541 of the upper opening
365¢ (see FIG. 4).
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The hole transport layer 372 effectively transports holes
from a pixel electrode to the emitting layer 371 and has a
work function that lies between that of the pixel electrodes
191 and that of the emitting layer 371.

The hole transport layer 372 is thinner than the lower
partition 361p such that its top surface is lower than the top
surface of the lower partition 361p. In addition, the hole
transport layer 372 is wider than the upper opening 365¢ of
the partition 361 such that edges of the hole transport layer
372 lies beyond the upper opening 365¢. Referring to FIG.
4, a line 372U formed by the upper surface of the hole
transport layer 372 and the lower partition 361p is disposed
out of the emission area EA. Reference numeral 365pL
shown in FIG. 4 denotes the lower boundaries of the lower
opening 365p.

The hole transport layer 372 is preferably made of a high
molecular weight compound such as poly(3,4-ethylenediox-
ythiophene)-poly(styrenesulfonate) (PEDOT/PSS) or a
soluble low molecular weight compound. The hole transport
layer 372 may be hydrophilic and it may have weak affinity
with the emitting layer 371. However, the hole transport
layer 372 may be made of other similar materials.

As described above, since the boundary line 372U formed
by the top surface of the hole transport layer 372 and the
lower partition 361p is disposed out of the emission area EA,
the possibility that thin portions P1 of the hole transport
layer 372 are disposed in the emission area EA is small even
though the angle 6 made by the top surface of the hole
transport layer 372 with the partition 361¢ is large such that
the thickness T2 near edges 372U of the hole transport layer
372 is smaller than the thickness T1 of other portions.
Accordingly, non-uniformity of the intensity of the light
emission due to the variation in thickness of the hole
transport layer 372 may be prevented.

In addition, since the top surface of the hole transport
layer 372 is lower than the top surface of the lower partition
361p or the bottom surface of the upper partition 361¢ and
the top surface of the hole transport layer 372 is wider than
the emission area EA, the emitting layer 371 and the hole
transport layer 372 contact each other all over the top surface
of the hole transport layer 372. Since the incomplete for-
mation of the emitting layer 371, due to the weak affinity
between the emitting layer 371 and the hole transport layer
372, may occur near edges of the top surface of the hole
transport layer 372 where the two layers 371 and 372 contact
each other and the boundary is disposed out of the emission
area EA, the emitting layer 371 is complete in the emission
area EA.

A common electrode 270 is formed on the light emitting
members and the partition 361. The common electrode 270
is supplied with the common voltage Vss and preferably
made of low resistivity material such as Al, Ag or low work
function material such as Ca, Ba, and Mg.

Each of the light emitting members 370 may further
include a hole injecting layer for enhancing the injection of
the holes. The light emitting member 370 may further
include an electron transport layer (not shown) and an
electron injecting layer (not shown) for aiding the transport
or the injection of electrons. The electron transport layer and
the electron injecting layer may be made of material having
a work function that lies between that of the common
electrode 270 and that of the emitting layer 371.

In the above-described OLED display, a first control
electrode 124a coupled to a gate line 121, a first input
electrode 173a coupled to a data line 171, and a first output
electrode 175a along with a projection 154a of a semicon-
ductor stripe 151 form a switching TFT Qs having a channel
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formed in the projection 154a disposed between the first
source electrode 173a and the first drain electrode 175a.
Likewise, a second control electrode 124b coupled to the
first output electrode 175a, a second input electrode 1735
coupled to a driving voltage line 172, and a second output
electrode 1755 coupled to a pixel electrode 191 along with
a semiconductor island 1545 form a driving TFT Qd having
a channel formed in the semiconductor island 1545 disposed
between the second source electrode 1735 and the second
drain electrode 175b. A pixel electrode 191, a light emitting
member 370, and the common electrode 270 form an OLED
LD having the pixel electrode 191 as an anode and the
common electrode 270 as a cathode. The overlapping por-
tions of a storage electrode 127, a driving voltage line 172,
and the storage region form a storage capacitor Cst.

The OLED display according to this embodiment, which
includes the transparent pixel electrodes 191 and the opaque
common electrode 270, emits light toward the bottom of the
substrate 110, which is referred to as a bottom emission
OLED display. However, the invention may be employed to
a top emission OLED display that includes opaque pixel
electrodes 191 and a transparent common electrode 270 and
emits light toward the top of the substrate 110. In addition,
the pixel electrodes 191 may serve as cathodes and the
common electrode 270 may serve as an anode. In this case,
the hole transport layer 372 is substituted with an electron
transport layer (not shown). The hole transport layer and the
electron transport layer are commonly referred to as a charge
transport layer.

The semiconductor stripes and islands 151 and 1545, if
made of polysilicon, include intrinsic regions (not shown)
disposed under the gate electrodes 124a and 124) and
extrinsic regions (not shown) disposed opposite each other
with respect to the intrinsic regions. The extrinsic regions
are electrically coupled to the input electrodes 173a and
1735 and the output electrodes 175a and 1756, and the
ohmic contacts 161, 1635, 1654 and 1655 may be omitted.

The gate electrodes 124a and 1245 may be disposed over
the semiconductor stripes and islands 151 and 1545, while
the gate insulating layer 140 is still interposed between the
semiconductor stripes and islands 151 and 1545 and the gate
electrodes 124a and 124b. Moreover, the data conductors
171, 172, 173b and 1756 may be disposed on the gate
insulating layer 140 and electrically coupled to the semi-
conductor stripes and islands 151 and 1545 through contact
holes (not shown) in the gate insulating layer 140. Other-
wise, the data conductors 171, 172, 1736 and 1756 may be
disposed under the semiconductor stripes and islands 151
and 1545 and may electrically contact the semiconductor
stripes and islands 151 and 1545.

Now, a method of manufacturing the OLED display
shown in FIGS. 2-3B according to an embodiment of the
invention is described with reference to FIGS. 4-20B as well
as FIGS. 2-3B.

FIGS. 5,7, 9, 11, 13, 17 and 19 are layout views of the
OLED display shown in FIGS. 2-3B in intermediate steps of
a manufacturing method thereof according to an embodi-
ment of the invention. FIGS. 6A and 6B are sectional views
of the OLED display shown in FIG. 5 taken along the lines
VIA-VIA' and VIB-VIB', respectively, FIGS. 8A and 8B are
sectional views of the OLED display shown in FIG. 7 taken
along the lines VIIIA-VIITA' and VIIIB-VIIIB', respectively,
FIGS. 10A and 10B are sectional views of the OLED display
shown in FIG. 9 taken along the lines XA-XA' and XB-XB',
respectively, FIGS. 12A and 12B are sectional views of the
OLED display shown in FIG. 11 taken along the lines
XITA-XTIA' and XIIB-XIIB', respectively, and FIGS. 14A
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and 14B are sectional views of the OLED display shown in
FIG. 13 taken along the lines XIVA-XIVA' and XIVB-
XIVB, respectively. FIGS. 15A and 15B are sectional views
of the OLED display shown in FIG. 13 taken along the lines
XIVA-XIVA' and XIVB-XIVB', respectively, which illus-
trate the step following the step shown in FIGS. 14A and
14B, and FIGS. 16A and 16B are sectional views of the
OLED display shown in FIG. 13 taken along the lines
XIVA-XIVA' and XIVB-XIVB', respectively, which illus-
trates the step following the step shown in FIGS. 15A and
15B. FIGS. 18A and 18B are sectional views of the OLED
display shown in FIG. 17 taken along the lines XVIIIA-
XVIIA' and XVIIIB-XVIIIBY, respectively, and FIGS. 20A
and 20B are sectional views of the OLED display shown in
FIG. 19 taken along the lines XXA-XXA' and XXB-XXB',
respectively,

Referring to FIGS. 5-6B, a lower conductive film prefer-
ably made of Al alloy and an upper conductive film prefer-
ably made of Mo alloy are sequentially deposited an insu-
lating substrate 110 such as transparent glass or plastic. The
lower conductive film may have a thickness of about 1,000-
5,000 A and the upper conductive film may have a thickness
of about 50-2,000 A. The upper and the lower conductive
films are etched preferably using a single etch condition to
form gate conductors that include a plurality of gate lines
121 including first control electrodes 124a and end portions
129 and a plurality of second control electrodes 1245
including storage electrodes 127. In FIGS. 6A and 6B, for
the first and the second gate electrodes 124a and 1245 and
the storage electrodes 127, the lower and upper films thereof
are denoted by additional characters p and g, respectively.

Referring to FIGS. 7-8B, after sequential deposition of a
gate insulating layer 140, an intrinsic a-Si layer, and an
extrinsic a-Si layer on the gate insulating layer 140, the
extrinsic a-Si layer and the intrinsic a-Si layer are patterned
by lithography and etched to form a plurality of extrinsic
semiconductor stripes and islands 164a and 1645 and a
plurality of intrinsic semiconductor stripes and islands 151
and 154b. Each of the semiconductor stripes 151 includes a
plurality of projections 154a.

Referring to FIGS. 9-10B, a lower conductive film pref-
erably made of Mo alloy, an intermediate film preferably
made of Al or Al alloy, and an upper conductive film
preferably made of Mo alloy are successively deposited and
patterned by lithography and etched to form data conductors
that include a plurality of data lines 171 including first
source electrodes 173a, a plurality of driving voltage lines
172 including second source electrodes 1734, and a plurality
of first and second drain electrodes 1754 and 1755. In FIGS.
10A and 10B, for the first and the second gate electrodes
124a and 124b and the storage electrodes 127, the lower,
intermediate, and upper films thereof are denoted by addi-
tional characters p, q and r, respectively.

Thereafter, portions of the extrinsic semiconductor stripes
164a and 1645, which are not covered with the data con-
ductors 171, 172, 175a and 1755, are removed by etching to
complete a plurality of ohmic contact stripes 161 including
projections 163a and a plurality of ohmic contact islands
1630, 1654 and 165b and to expose portions of the intrinsic
semiconductor stripes and islands 151 and 1545. Oxygen
plasma treatment may follow to stabilize the exposed sur-
faces of the semiconductor stripes and islands 151 and 1545.

Referring to FIGS. 11-12B, a passivation layer 180 is
deposited and patterned by lithography and etching to form
a plurality of contact holes 181, 182, 184, 1854 and 1856
exposing the end portions 129 of the gate lines 121, the end
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portions 179 of the data lines 171, the second gate electrodes
124b, the first drain electrodes 1754, and the second drain
electrodes 175, respectively.

Referring to FIGS. 13-14B, a plurality of pixel electrodes
191, a plurality of connecting members 85, and a plurality of
contact assistants 81 and 82 are formed on the passivation
layer 180.

Referring to FIGS. 15A and 15B, a lower partition film
360p, which may be made of an organic or inorganic
insulator, and an upper partition film 360¢, which may be
made of a photosensitive organic insulator, are deposited in
sequence.

Referring to FIGS. 16A and 16B, the upper partition film
360¢ is exposed to light through a mask (not shown) and
developed to form an upper partition 361¢ having upper
openings 365¢ on the pixel electrodes 191.

Referring to FIGS. 17-18B, the lower partition film 360p
is etched using the upper partition 361¢ as an etch mask to
form a lower partition 361p having lower openings 365p
exposing the pixel electrodes 191. The etching in this step
may be any of wet etching and dry etching and it is
preferable that the etching condition is selected to isotropi-
cally etch the lower partition film 360p, thereby removing
lateral surfaces of the lower partition film 360. Although
FIGS. 18A and 18B show that the lower partition 360¢ has
a positive gradient, it may have vertical or negatively
inclined lateral surfaces.

As a result, a plurality of openings 365, each including a
lower opening 365p and an upper opening 365¢ that is
smaller than the lower opening 365p, are completed.

Referring to FIGS. 19-20B, a plurality of hole transport
layers 372, which are thinner than the lower partition 361p,
are formed in the openings 365 disposed on the pixel
electrodes 191. The formation of the hole transport layers
372 may be performed by inkjet printing that drops a solvent
solution into the openings 365 with a moving inkjet head
(not shown), and in this case, a drying step for removing the
solvent follows.

Referring to FIGS. 2-3B, a plurality of emitting layers 371
are formed on the hole transport layers 372 preferably by
inkjet printing. Finally, a common electrode 270 is formed
on the emitting layers 371 and the upper partitions 3614.

The invention thus improves the uniformity of the light
emission and prevents the decrease of emissive efficiency
due to the current leakage.

The invention may also be employed as a simple matrix
OLED display.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variation can be made in the present
invention without departing from the spirit or scope of the
invention. Thus, it is intended that the present invention
cover the modifications and variations of this invention
provided they come within the scope of the appended claims
and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. An organic light emitting display, comprising:

a substrate;

a first electrode disposed on the substrate;

a first partition disposed on the first electrode and having
an opening exposing the first electrode;

a second partition disposed an the first partition, the
second partition being wider than the first partition,
defining an emission area, and comprising photosensi-
tive organic material;
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an emission layer disposed in the emission area;,

a charge transport layer disposed under the emission layer
and including a portion positioned under the first par-
tition; and

a second electrode disposed on the emission layer.

2. The organic light emitting display of claim 1, wherein
the charge transport layer is not thicker than the first
partition.

3. The organic light emitting display of claim 1, wherein
the charge transport layer is wider than the emission area.

4. The organic light emitting display of claim 1, wherein
the first partition comprises an organic or an inorganic
material.

5. The organic light emitting display of claim 1, wherein
a photosensitivity of the second partition is positive.

6. The organic light emitting display of claim 1, further
comprising;

a gate line disposed on the substrate;

a data line crossing the gate line; a first transistor coupled

to the gate line and the data line;

a second transistor coupled to the first electrode; and

a voltage line coupled to the second transistor.

7. The organic light emitting display of claim 6, wherein
the first transistor and the second transistor comprise at least
one of polysilicon and amorphous silicon.

8. An organic light emitting display, comprising:

a substrate;

a first electrode disposed on the substrate;

a first partition disposed on the first electrode and having

an opening exposing the first electrode;

a second partition disposed on the first partition, the
second partition being wider than the first partition,
defining an emission area, and comprising photosensi-
tive organic material,

an emission layer disposed in the emission area;

a charge transport layer disposed under the emission
layer; and

a second electrode disposed on the emission layer,
wherein a total thickness of the charge transport layer,
the emission layer, and the second electrode is larger
than a thickness of the first partition.

9. A method of manufacturing an organic light emitting

display, the method comprising:

forming a first electrode on a substrate;

depositing an insulating layer on the first electrode;

depositing a photosensitive organic layer on the insulating
layer;

light-exposing and developing the photosensitive organic
layer to form an upper partition;

etching the insulating layer using the upper partition as an
etch mask to form a lower partition having an opening
exposing the first electrode;

forming a charge transport layer in the opening and
extending at least partially under the lower partition;

forming an emission layer in the opening; and

forming a second electrode on the emission layer.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein etching the insulating
layer comprises isotropic etching.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the lower partition is
narrower than the upper partition.

12. The method of claim 9, wherein etching the insulating
layer comprises a substantially isotropic wet etch or dry
etch.

13. The method of claim 9, wherein depositing the pho-
tosensitive organic layer comprises spin coating.

14. The method of claim 9, wherein forming the emission
layer comprises inkjet printing.
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15. The method of claim 9, further comprising: 18. The method of claim 9, further comprising: forming a
forming the charge transport layer in the opening before gate line, a data line, a switching transistor, and a driving
forming the emission layer. transistor before forming the first electrode.
16. The method of claim 15, wherein the charge transport 19. The method of claim 18, wherein the first electrode is
layer is not thicker than the lower partition. 5 coupled to the driving transistor.

17. The method of claim 15, wherein a total thickness of
the charge transport layer, the emission layer, and the second
electrode is larger than a thickness of the lower partition. L
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